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I feel that this week’s readings are useful in understanding how laws come into being and how certain behaviors come to be considered criminal. Arguably, those with power and influence in the society under the capitalist system institutionalize their value systems and norms to form laws that protect their interests. Consequently, the ruling class in the society is likely to formulate laws that protect its interests while labeling contradicting behavior as deviant and unacceptable. I have noticed that both economic and political power is crucial in the formulation of laws since those that exercise that power will use their power to protect their interests. The readings also show how people come to accept and reinforce their criminal status and how this could hurt the criminal justice system. Consequently, before labeling suspects as criminals, there should be adequate evidence to show that they committed the crimes. 

    
Meanwhile, the readings get support from adequate research based on theoretical foundations that explain how laws come into being, how criminals accept their status and how the society perceives criminals. I feel that the conflict theory best describes how the influential people in the society establish and reinforce laws that protect their interests. First, the approach recognizes the existence of two sets of people in the society- those with political influence and the politically powerless. The ruling class makes laws that protect their interests leading to a biased criminal justice system against the lower classes. Additionally, I feel that there is adequate research supported by theoretical perspectives on how labeling individuals as criminals affects them. Indeed, the labeling theory is critical in understanding the progression of criminal behavior through secondary deviance which triggers the urge to escalate criminal behavior. Meanwhile, I find that the social reaction theory is significant in understanding how the society accepts or rejects people with the “criminal” tag in the society. 

    
I believe that this material is important to the criminal justice field because it shows how the formulation of laws is biased in favor of the ruling class. Arguably, for the criminal justice field to work effectively, the formulation of laws and their application should be equal for both the rich and poor to eliminate the perception of bias. Additionally, I believe that these readings are critical to the criminal justice field in engaging the society to adopt an accommodative approach to first-time offenders. Indeed, it is easier to reform first time offenders in the primary deviance stage since they do not view themselves as criminals and remain in this stage as long as they are capable of rationalizing their offense and considering it as a socially acceptable role. However, the moment the society condemns the offenders and labels them as criminals it becomes harder to reform them since they relapse into secondary deviance. 

    
These readings add to our understanding of criminal behavior by divulging why offenders might continue to engage in criminal activity. Indeed, secondary deviance reinforces the need for criminals to justify their deviant behavior as a means of self-defense, attack, or adaptation which could only lead to an escalation of crime. For this reason, these readings justify the need for a change in perception by the society to accommodate first-time offenders in minor offenses instead of labeling them as criminals. Finally, I believe the understanding of primary and secondary deviance is critical in formulating reforms in the criminal justice system targeting first-time offenders to prevent them from evolving into hardcore criminals. 

